[image: image1.png]POJ Cake Top.pub - Microsoft Publisher, ] | [=]) 1)) KB EEEe] EEX)
bAaBx @@ NoO® &

Ll & [ Moe - - +|@

Fle Edt ew Insert Format Toos Table Amange MaMerge Help

o B Bt Bt o BBt Bt Bt B B Bt Bt B9 o D o T |

1]

———

Q@ET&PA I
D
=
o

=
-t
"'e JA‘&

o show wizard




Presbytery of the James



SYNOD OF THE MID-ATLANTIC


Website: presbyteryofthejames.org


804-262-2074 ~ toll free 800-244-3434


Fax 804-262-2264





Dear Friends:





A few years ago, the Supreme Court of Virginia ruled that it was unconstitutional to bar churches from creating a corporation to hold property.  That ruling came because of a suit from Rev. Jerry Falwell and the Thomas Road Baptist Church in Lynchburg.





Consequently, Virginia now allows for congregations to form corporations for the purpose of holding property which is simply a different mechanism than the current Trustee approach we have been using.  Our Book of Order (G-7.0401) states that “Whenever permitted by civil law, each particular church shall cause a corporation to be formed and maintained.”  In keeping with the Constitution of the PCUSA, the Trustees of the Presbytery of the James have been working on this matter for several years.





The documents which you find on this website will assist congregations in ‘causing a corporation to be formed.”





You will find the following:


1.         Brochure about the steps to forming a corporation as well as a listing of the Trustees of our presbytery who can assist you.


2.         Considerations and Procedures Document, August, 2005, which Elder Bob Stroud and others have created that walk you through the steps for forming a corporation.


3.         Sets of Documents including sample Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, and Consent documents which you can use to form the corporation.





A word of explanation about these various sets of documents:





            Sets 1 and 2 relate to congregations which did not take the exception in G-8.0701 which occurred at the time of reunion in 1983.  Set 1 is for congregations that desire the Session to be the Trustees of the corporation and Set 2 is for congregations which desire to elect members of the congregation to be Trustees of the corporation.





            Sets 3 and 4 relate to congregations which did take the exception in G-8.0701 (we have a listing of those congregations if you are not sure).  Set 3 is for the congregation that desires the Session to be the Trustees of the corporation and Set 4 is for the congregation that desires to elect members of the congregation to be Trustees of the corporation.





            We hope that these documents and guidance will assist you in this process.  We believe that an attorney is needed to assist each congregation and we are attempting to create a list of attorneys who will provide guidance and assistance throughout the presbytery.





Please be in touch with me about questions or concerns.  Thanks for your commitment and ministry in the name of Christ.

















H. Carson Rhyne, Jr.


General Presbyter and Stated Clerk




















1251 Presbytery Court, Glen Allen, VA  23059








