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Dear Friends:

The Presbytery of the James met for its 76th Stated Meeting on Saturday, October 16, 2010, at St. Giles Presbyterian Church, Richmond, VA.  It was a good day to worship, learn, and do the Lord’s work. The gracious members, officers, and minister displayed wonderful hospitality and warmth in hosting our meeting.  The meeting concluded about 2:45 following a day of good discussion, debate, and action.
Attendance:  Of the 233 minister members 147 (63%) were present; of the 233 elder commissioners eligible to attend 153 (66%) were present, 86  of the 112 congregations of the Presbytery (77%) were represented, There were also 4 people from various boards and committees, 4 Certified Educator/Elder Educators, and 39 registered visitors.
PEOPLE
We welcomed the following ministers into the presbytery or recognized changes in ministries:


Rev. Glenda Hollingshead from Holston Presbytery as Pastor of Colonial Heights Church; Jeffrey Lee from Seattle Presbytery as Associate Pastor of New Hanover Church; Sarah Marsh from Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky as Associate Pastor of St. Giles Church; Rev. Dick Oman from Presbytery of the Yukon, Honorably Retired; Rev. Judy Thomson from Presbytery of Eastern Virginia as Temporary Supply for St. Andrews Church; Rev. Burt Brooks, Pastor of Brandermill Church (Methodist).
We were led in worship by Rev. Keith Hill and Rev. Sarah Marsh of the host congregation.  Rev. Carlos Malave, Assistant Stated Clerk in the Office of Ecumenical and Agency Relationships of the PCUSA preached.

We held the honorable retirement service for Rev. Graham Patterson.

Examined and enrolled as candidates:
Susan Butterworth (River Road)
Matthew Gaventa (Westminster, Charlottesville)
Examined and approved for ordination:  David Barry, Greater Atlanta Presbytery, as Associate Pastor for Outreach, Third Church, Richmond.

Actions of the Presbytery:
1. Adopted the October 16, 2010 docket.
2. Approved the minutes of the June 15, 2010 Stated Meeting.
3. Elected Rev. Arch Wallace as Acting Stated Clerk of a potential judicial matter because of a conflict of interest of the Stated Clerk.
4. Received as information reports from the General Assembly Commissioners to the 219th GA.
5. Approved a process for considering the proposed amendments to the current Book of Order.
6. Dismissed with thanks the Implementation Task Group that has enabled the new structure, mission and vision of the presbytery to come into existence.
7. Met Carol Pierson, seminary intern, who will oversee the new mission and vision plan of the presbytery in its first year.
8. Elected a number of persons to the Constitutional Committees and the new Teams.

9. Elected Rev. Janet James as Presbytery Moderator for 2011.

10. Elected Rev. Beverly Bullock (Class of 2012) and Elder Kenna Payne (Westminster, Richmond) as Synod Assembly Commissioners.

11. Answered Amendment 10-A in the negative (vote was 152/152/3).

12. Answered Amendments 10-B-10-O in the affirmative.

13. Approved revised nomination procedure for Commissioners and Alternates to the General Assembly.

14. Approved the sale of Great Creek Church Property for $3,500.

15. Gave permission to Camp Hanover Ministries Board to serve communion as appropriate in 2011 for Camp Hanover sponsored/hosted events.

16. Validated the position of Head of School of Church Hill Academy (part of Church Hill Activities and Tutoring).
17. Approved Rev. Chris Thomas as Member at Large, August 1, 2010.

18. Approved Rev. Scott Crannell as Member at Large, September 21, 2010

19. Approved Rev. Nancy Clark as Member at Large, September 1, 2010
20. Approved Rev. Julianna Claassens’ ordination be laid aside in order for her to become a member of the Dutch Reformed Church

21. Approved Rev. Beverly Bullock as Member at Large, effective June 30, 2010.  
NEXT MEETING:
The 77th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery is scheduled for Saturday, February 19, 2011.  However, we do not have an invitation to host that meeting at this time.
H. Carson Rhyne, Jr.

Stated Clerk
