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February 23, 2010
Dear Friends:

The Presbytery of the James met for its 74th Stated Meeting on Saturday, February 20, 2010 at Covenant Presbyterian Church, Petersburg, VA.   It was a good day to worship, learn, and do the Lord’s work. The gracious members and staff of Covenant Park Church hosted the meeting with grand hospitality and ease.  The facilities were very accommodating and provided a good space for this meeting.  The meeting concluded at 12:30 and fellowship and lunch followed.
Attendance:  Of the 232 minister members 105 (45%) were present; of the 232 elder commissioners eligible to attend 126 (54%) were present, 76 the 112 congregations of the Presbytery of the (68%) were represented, 3 Certified Educators/Elders, and 12 visitors
PEOPLE
We welcomed the following ministers into the presbytery or recognized changes in ministries:


Rev. Elizabeth McGuire, Associate Pastor, Salisbury


Rev. Jeff Butler, Interim Pastor, Woodlawn

Examined and enrolled as candidates:
Inho Kang (Lord Jesus Korean), Allison Unroe (Bon Air)
Actions of the Presbytery:
1. Adopted the February 20, 2010 docket.

2. Approved the minutes of the October 17, 2009 Stated Meeting.
3. Installed Elder Peter Ro (Lord Jesus Korean Church) as Moderator for 2010 and expressed appreciation to Rev. John Storey for his service as Moderator in 2009.

4. Determined order in which Elder alternates will be asked to attend General Assembly, July 2010:  Tim Williams, Zella Spiers, Jon Sweigart, Ayars Lore
5. Approved the Balancing of Commissioners for 2010-2011 after River Road, Richmond, Second and St. Giles are added and changes made to achieve correct balance.  See attachment.
6. Will dismiss the Victoria Commission with thanks following their Joint Parting Worship in the Sanctuary of the Victoria Evangelical Presbyterian Church on March 21, 2010 at 4:00 p.m.

7. Dismissed the Gregory Memorial Commission with thanks.

8. Adopted the report, “Guidelines for the Presbytery of the James to consider a request from a Congregation to be Dismissed to another Denomination.”
9. Dismissed the Dismissal Policy Task Force with thanks.
10. Elected individuals to various boards and committees
11. Approved loan for Tabor church from the Presbyterian Loan and Investment Program for up to $600,000 at 5% interest for 20 years
12. Approved the Gift Acceptance Policy for the Presbytery.
13. Approved answering the Overture from Forest Hill Church Session concerning assistance for congregations attempting to fulfill the Book of Order requirements for financial review by requesting the General Presbyter to request names of persons who would be available to assist congregations in doing their financial reviews.

14. Approved the Presbytery funding the administrative costs for the Camp Hanover Capital Campaign  up to $200,000 for staffing, publicity, cultivation events, etc., from proceeds of the sale of the Presbytery office park; repayment of these funds will come from 10% of every dollar of the first contributions received to the campaign up to the actual amount expended.  

15. Approved the lease with the Virginia Center for Pastoral Counseling and Blue Ridge Church. 
16. Approved the Presbytery to exercise its option of a one year renewal of the lease of office space from the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic as outlined in the 2007 original agreement.
17. Concurred with the Overture from New Hope Presbytery concerning the elimination of Synods.

18. Approved a 2.5% increase in the General Presbyter’s Terms of Call.

19. Approved a 2.5% increase in Assistant Camp Director’s Terms of Call.
20. Learned of the appointment of two task groups for the new presbytery structure:  Presbytery Meeting Task Group and the Funding Task Group.
21. Elected the following persons be elected to the Committee on Nominations:

a. Rev. Steve Hodges, District 3, Term 2, Class of 2012

b. Rev. Gordon Lindsey, District 1, Term 1, Class of 2012

c. Rev. Sue Cyre, HR, District 2, Term 1, Class of 2012
22. Referred the following to the Implementation Task Force:  In an interest to maintain the streamlined process necessary to manage effectively the critical, time-sensitive ministry needs of Camp Hanover, the CHMB requests that in the new POJ structure no additional layers of oversight be put in place for this ministry.
23. Heard report on the Acts 16:5 Initiative Launch in which 23 congregations participated and others were invited to become part of this transformational ministry.

24. Approved Nomination Regions A-F for the new presbytery structure
25. Received for first reading the proposed new Presbytery Manual
NEXT MEETING:
The 75th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery will be hosted by First Church, Chase City, Thyne Memorial

and Wylliesburg Churches on Tuesday, June 15, 2010 at First Baptist Church, Chase City.
H. Carson Rhyne, Jr.

Stated Clerk
2010 MEETINGS OF THE PRESBYTERY
	June 15, 2010 (3rd Tuesday)                               Received Invitation from First Church, Chase City, Thyne Memorial






   and Wylliesburg Churches (District 5)

	October 16, 2010 (3rd Saturday)
St. Giles Church (District 9)

	February 19, 2011 (3rd Saturday)
Invitation Needed


BALANCING OF COMMISSIONERS TO PRESBYTERY

March 1, 2010 – February 28, 2011

1.
Reason for recommendation, Book of Order, G-11.0101-b:

When the number of resident ministers entitled to vote in the presbytery is greater than the number of elders so entitled, it shall redress this imbalance annually by providing for the election, appointment, or selection of additional elders, paying special attention to the concerns of G-9.0104. Presbyteries facing an imbalance due to a large number of resident honorably retired minister members may, by presbytery rule, use active participation of honorably retired members as a criterion in determining balance.

2.
Membership in the Presbytery of the James:

A. Minister membership (as of 12/31/09): 261 minister members of which 28 are non-resident. Therefore 233 resident minister members.

B. Congregational representation by Elders (as of 12/31/09): There are 112 congregations in the Presbytery of the James representing 135 Elder Commissioners.

C. An additional 98 Elder Commissioners are needed to balance representation.

3.
Recommendations from the Stated Clerk:

That 98 additional Elder Commissioners be approved in the following manner, March 1, 2010 – February 28, 2011


A.
Elder moderators of Boards and Committees:




total of   7

B. Additional Elder Commissioner from each racial ethnic congregation:

total of 12

C. Certified educators who are ordained elders & members of a POJ congregation:
total of 11

D. One Elder from each New Church Development:




total of   2

E. Commissioned Lay Pastor:







total of   2

F. Additional Elder from each congregation 91 members and larger:


total of 64

PRESBYTERY OF THE JAMES

ELDER COMMISSIONER BALANCING:

March 1, 2010 – February 28, 2011


This list provides the balance of Presbytery Commissioners for the next year.  Please make note for your congregation.

Elder Moderators of Boards and Committees:






Total of    7

 Mary Baril, Bill Brownfield, John Flournoy, Stan Huie, Evalyn Page, Annie Lee Parsons,


Peter Ro

Additional Elder Commissioner from each racial ethnic congregation:



Total of 12

All Souls, Bethesda, Eastminster, Lord Jesus Korean, Oak Grove, Ogden,

 Praise The Lord (Ju-Chan-Yang), Richmond First United, Thyne Memorial, Westminster Petersburg, Woodville, Zion Hill.

Certified Educators who are also ordained Elders and members of POJ Congregations:
Total of 11

Tom Barila, Gloria Cauthorn, Carol Dunlap, Marian English, Barbara Flynt, Marcia Hale, 

Bruce Harvey, Francis Johns, Ann Knox, Estelle McCarthy, Leigh Ann Ring

New Church Development:  Tappahannock NCD,
Christian Arabic NCD
  


Total of   2

Commissioned Lay Pastor:
Charles McRaven & Jerome Bennett
  



Total of   2
Additional elder from each congregation 91 members and larger: 



Total of 64

THIS RESULTS IN THE FOLLOWING TOTAL ELDER COMMISSIONERS FROM EACH CONGREGATION:

Five Elder Commissioners from: Richmond First 

Four Elder Commissioners from: Charlottesville First, Chester, Fredericksburg, Richmond Third, Salisbury 
Three Elder Commissioners from: All Souls, Bon Air, Crestwood, Lord Jesus, New Hanover, Praise The Lord (Ju-Chan-Yang), Richmond First United, Richmond Second, River Road, St. Giles, Spotsylvania, Three Chopt, Tuckahoe, Westminster Charlottesville, Woodville

Two Elder Commissioners from:
Amelia, Ampthill, Ashland, Bethesda, Bethlehem, Blackstone, Blue Ridge, Brandermill, Campbell Memorial, Colonial Heights, Culpeper, Eastminster, Emporia First, Fairfield, Forest Hill, Gayton Kirk, Ginter Park, Grace Covenant, Gregory Memorial, Hartwood, Hebron, Hopewell First, Lakeside, Laurel, Madison, Meadows, Mechanicsville, Milden, Mitchells, New Covenant, Oak Grove, Ogden, Olivet, Orange, Overbrook, Petersburg Second, Providence Forge, Rockfish, Sandston, South Plains, Southminster, St. Andrews, Summit, Swift Creek, Tabor, Thyne Memorial, Westminster Petersburg, Westerminster Richmond, Woodlawn, Zion Hill

One Elder Commissioner from:

Aberdour, Bethany, Beulah, Bott Memorial, Brett-Reed Memorial, Burkeville, Byrd, Chase City First, Christ, Christian Arabic Church NCD, Concord, Cove, Covenant, Ebenezer, Genito, Gordonsville, Greenwood, Hawkins Memorial, King’s Chapel, Kirk O’Cliff, Lawrenceville, Louisa, Mattoax, Milford, Montrose, Petersburg Third, Pine Grove, Providence Gum Spring, Providence Powhatan, Pryor Memorial, Rennie Memorial, Rivermont, Rosewood, Salem, Scottsville, South Hill, St. James, Tappahannock NCD, Trinity, Village, Waddell Memorial, Wesley, Wylliesburg.
