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June 17, 2009
Dear Friends:

The Presbytery of the James met for its 72nd Stated Meeting on Tuesday, June 16, 2009 at Union-PSCE,  Richmond, VA.   It was a good day to worship, learn, and do the Lord’s work. The gracious staff of Union-PSCE hosted the meeting with grand hospitality and ease.  The facilities were accommodating and provided a good space for this meeting.
Attendance:  Of the 232 minister members 118 (51%) were present; of the 232 elder commissioners eligible to attend 134 (58%) were present, 80 of the 113 congregations (71%) of the Presbytery were represented, 5 Certified Educators/Elders, and 20 visitors
PEOPLE
We welcomed the following ministers into the presbytery or recognized changes in ministries:


Rev. Brian K. Blount, President Union-PSCE, from New Brunswick Presbytery


Rev. Brint Keyes, change in ministry, Director of Admissions, Union-PSCE, a validated ministry.    
Rev. David McKee, Executive, Synod of the Mid-Atlantic, brought greetings to the Presbytery.


A presentation by Dr. Joe Coalter, Librarian, Union-PSCE, on “Ordination and the Presbyterian Church” was insightful and helpful concerning the PCUSA history concerning ordination.
A presentation by Rev. Richard Haney, moderator of the Implementation Task Group on the “POJ Implementation Plan” was made followed by discussions in district groupings for feedback and comments.
Expressed appreciation to Mrs. Jacqui B. Ginther for her 11 years of service as Administrative Assistant and Office Manager for the Presbytery of the James.  Also approved a resolution expressing thanks for her service.  In addition, a $500 gift in her honor will be made to the Presbytery of the James/Union-PSCE Small Church Intern Program. Her husband has matched the gift.

Examined and enrolled as candidates:  
1.  Todd Davidson (Salisbury) 

2.  Katherine Westermann Francis (St. Giles) 

3.  Karen Rohrer (Overbrook) 

4.  Nelson Reveley (Grace Covenant) 
Actions of the Presbytery:

1. Approved the minutes of the February 21, 2009 Stated Meeting.
2. Approved the 2009 Budget.

3. Elected Rev. Nancy Summerlin to serve on the Tappahannock Commission.

4. Approved Candidate Nancy Essig, POJ, for ordination and suitability as Pastor, Burkeville Church, Burkeville, VA.
5. Approved Candidate Richard (Rick) Hutton, Elizabeth Presbytery, for ordination and suitability as Associate Pastor for Student Ministries, Third Church, Richmond, VA.

6. Approved Candidate Katherine Nguyen, Trinity Presbytery, for ordination & suitability as Assistant Director, Camp Hanover, Mechanicsville, VA.

7. Approved the appointment of a Special Administrative Review Committee of 5-7 persons from the Session Review Committee to review the Session Records for the years indicated of the following congregations:

District 2:  
Waddell 2004, 2005, 2006
District 4:
Rosewood 2004, 2006

District 5:
Thyne Memorial 2005, 2006

District 8:
Second, Richmond 2006
8. Elected to read ordination examinations in Raleigh NC, for 2009-1010:  Rev. Nancy Clark, Elder Charles Holmes, (Chester) Elder Jack Corley, (Grace Covenant) and Elder Greg Govan, (Olivet); alternate, Rev. Todd McCoy. 
9. Validated the position of Affiliate Assistant Professor of Christian Education (which includes being Coordinator of Extended Campus, Educator Certification Initiative and Portfolio Based Assessment Programs), Union-PSCE be validated.  (This position is currently held by Rev. Cindy Kissel-Ito.)

10. Approved Rev. Tina Cox to be Honorably Retired effective 5/30/09.
11. Expressed appreciation for the good work of Rev. Rodney Spencer in his work among smaller congregations on southside.  A certificate was presented to him.
12. Approved changes in terms of call for Installed Minister for 2009.
13. Approved 2008 Annual Reports for Validated ministry positions.
14. Approved 2010 Minimum Criteria for Compensation.

15. Acknowledged Bethlehem Church taking the exemption from G-8.0701 (March 15, 1987).
16. Elected Rev. Ron Bullis President of the Trustees of the Presbytery of the James, Inc., and Rev. H. Carson Rhyne, Jr., Secretary.
17. Elected several persons to boards and committees.
18. Elected Elder Ronald D Wiley, Jr. of Westminster Charlottesville to a three-year term on the Board of Directors of the Westminster Foundation, Inc. (campus ministries in Virginia)
19. Approved the procedures for selecting and recommending Minister Commissioners to General Assembly.

20. Will nominate Elder Peter S. Ro, Lord Jesus Korean Church, Presbytery Moderator for 2010.
Educational Events:

Larry Sthreshley mission worker in Democratic Republic of the Congo presented information about his ministry.
             
Acts 16:5 presented by Elder Ayars Lore and Rev. Rebekah Johns.
Cents-ability Offering:  $19.00
NEXT MEETING:
The 73rd Stated Meeting of the Presbytery will be Saturday, October 17, 2009 Orange Church, Orange VA.
H. Carson Rhyne, Jr.

Stated Clerk
2010 MEETINGS OF THE PRESBYTERY

February 20, 2010 (3rd Saturday)
Invitation Needed (Districts 1 – 3)

June 15, 2010 (3rd Tuesday)
Invitation Needed (District 4 – 6)

October 16, 2010 (3rd Saturday)
Invitation Needed Districts 7 – 9)
