PRESBYTERY IN REVIEW

The Presbytery of the James held its 78th Stated Meeting on Tuesday, June 21, 2011, at Brandermill Church, Midlothian, VA.  The meeting was a pleasant, relaxed, and productive one.  The facility was extremely accommodating for free flowing movement of the Commissioners and sufficient spaces for all the activities of the day.
We welcomed the following ministers into the presbytery:


Rev. William May, Honorably Retired, from Grace Presbytery


Rev. Vicky Bethel, Stated Supply Pastor for Education, Westminster, Church, Charlottesville, VA from Mackinac Presbytery 


Rev. Steve Starzer, Pastor, Fairfield Church from Susquehanna Valley Presbytery
We Commissioned Rev. Vicky Bethel as a Certified Christian Educator.


We approved Michael Clang, Brandermill Church, as a candidate for ministry in the Presbyterian Church (USA).

We approved for ordination the following:  Bob Shenk, Boston Presbytery to become Staff Chaplain, Bon Secours Health System; Stephen Hitchcock, POJ, to become Chaplain, Manager and Volunteer Coordinator of the Haven, Charlottesville, VA; and  Jeremy Cannada, Charlotte Presbytery, to become pastor, Amelia Church.


Worship included the Lord’s Supper.  We heard the Rev. Shannon Kiser preach.  Shannon is a member of National Capital Presbytery and is working with our New Church Development Purpose Group.  Her sermon was inspiring about our call to go into the world to share the love and compassion of Christ with others. The Brandermill Choir and music in the service were outstanding.

An Order of the Day at 11:15 was the consideration of the Belhar Confession to be included in our Book of Confessions.  Dr. Dawn DeVries presented arguments supporting the inclusion of the Confession and Dr. James Goodloe presented arguments in opposition to including the Confession.  A good debate alternating between persons speaking for and against the Confession was had.  Five minutes of prayerful discernment led by Rev. Carla Pratt Keyes and Rev. John Daniel prepared the body to vote by written ballot.  The vote was 128 in favor of including the Confession and 122 in opposition to include the Confession.  (Note:  Because the number of presbyteries already casting their votes for Belhar were so many against including it in the Book of Confessions, the minimum of 2/3 of Presbyteries approving its inclusion was not reached and the Confession will not be added.) However, I would add that this vote again illustrates the importance of votes by Commissioners at Presbytery meetings.  On another important amendment this year, our presbytery was tied in that debate, 153 in favor and 153 against thereby meaning the motion was defeated.  Attending Presbytery meetings and voting does make a difference!


During the lunch hour, four interest groups were held on various topics:

1. Young Adult Opportunities for Mission Service in the Presbyterian Church (USA)

2. Military/Veterans Family Retreat Planning Session for an event at Camp Hanover.

3. Disaster Response Team presentation.

4. Amendment 10-A conversations and update

In addition, the following actions were taken by the presbytery:

1. Approval of the June, 2011, Presbytery minutes.

2. Elected Elder Roger Clark to the Leadership Connections Team and Rev. Nancy Summerlin as Moderator of the Leadership Connections Team.

3. Received for a first reading the Funding Task Group’s Report and recommendations.  These recommendations will be acted on at the October, 2011, Presbytery meeting and, if approved, enacted in 2012.

4. Granted Relief of Conscience to the Swift Creek Session for Board of Pension dues.

5. Approved ordination examination readers for Fall, 2011.

6. Approved the 2009-2011 Form of Government of the Book of Order as the Transitional Manual for the Presbytery of the James.  (All Sessions are encouraged to take the same action for their Transition Manual).

7. Elected the Camp Hanover Executive Search Committee consisting of Rev. Joel Morgan, Elder Lisa Tully, Elder Bruce Harvey, Rev. Dan Hale, Rev. Patrick Dennis, Rev. Gay Lee Einstein.  The Search Committee will elect their own Moderator and leadership.

8. Approved the validation of the following positions:  Staff Chaplain, Bon Secours Health Systems, Richmond; Chaplain, Manager and Volunteer Coordinator, the Haven, Charlottesville, VA; and Executive Director of Friends of Forman Christian College, Richmond, VA.

9. Approved changes in terms of call for 2011 for ministers; approved 2010 Member At Large reports; approved 2010 Validated Minister’s Reports; approved 2010 Certified Educator’s Report.

10. Granted Member at Large Status to Rev. Patrice Bittner (Jan 19, 2011); Rev. Fred Rose (November 22, 2010); Rev. Steve Cobb (January 1, 2011).

11. Granted Honorably Retired status to Rev. Etta C. Rossman, July 31, 2010.

12. Approved a 2012 Minimum Compensation Criteria policy which is 2.5% higher than 2011.
Respectfully submitted,

H. Carson Rhyne, Jr.
H. Carson Rhyne, Jr.
Stated Clerk

2012 FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE PRESBYTERY

Saturday, October 15, 2011

Fairfield Church, host

Saturday, February18,2012

Grace Covenant Church Invitation Received
Tuesday, June 19, 2012

Host needed

Saturday, October 20, 2012

Chester Church, host
